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Literary Criticism is an evaluation of a piece of literature. It is usually an interpretive essay or an
analytic book review commenting on any or all aspects of a writer’s technique and meaning. Often the
criticism will discuss the context of the author’s other writings, attempting to explain his work or
compare it to other authors of the same period or genre.

While biographical essays have the different purpose of detailing the events of a person’s life,

biographers often include a list of the author’s writings and circumstances surrounding him at the time.

Consequently, biographies can be helpful in finding an author’s purpose or determining his goals.

1.

Gale Virtual Reference (ebooks) includes excellent sources on poetry including a 27 volume set
called Poetry for Students. Search by your poet’s name; the results will include criticism on
individual poems.

Gale Power Search includes not only biographical information, reference books, and criticism
from magazines and academic journals. Search by subject>poetry>subdivisions>criticism and
interpretation or analysis or type in your author’s name.

Bl oom’ s L i t anauthoritativdditeriattiré detabssatan be searched by author or
poem. You will find analysis and criticism as well as topics and themes within each search.
Internet Public Library is an outstanding source for author information and literary criticism.
Search ipl2>special collections>literary criticism.

Internet Public Library has an excellent Online Literary Criticism guide with links.

Schmoop Poetry is a very readable, useful biographical and critical source posted by major
universities and graduate students.

Gt to know your poet and his poetry

.
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http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/high63991?db=GVRL
http://find.galegroup.com/gps/infomark.do?type=static&page=BasicSearch&prodId=IPS&version=1.0&userGroupName=high63991&source=gale&infoPage=infoMarkPage
http://www.fofweb.com/Lit/default.asp?ItemID=WE54
http://www.ipl.org/div/litcrit/
http://www.ipl.org/div/litcrit/guide.html
http://www.shmoop.com/poetry/

